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\BBAH 


To  The  Honourable  The  Lord  Provost,  Magis- 
TRATES,  and  Members  of  the  Town  Council, 
as  Trustees  under  the  Glasgow  City  Im- 
provements Act. 

My  Lord  Provost  and  Gentlemen, 

The  various  means  to  be  adopted  for  the  preservation 
of  the  health  and  lives  of  those  residing  in  large  cities  is  the 
most  important  social  problem  of  the  present  day,  and  it  is 
matter  of  regret  that  even  now  there  are  educated  men  will- 
ing to  stir  up  popular  feeling  against  all  energetic  measures 
of  sanitary  reform. 

In  several  recent  discussions  in  the  Town  Council  and 
articles  in  the  local  press  it  has  been  asserted  that  the  means 
adopted  by  the  authorities  of  Glasgow  and  other  large  cities 
have  not  appreciably  improved  the  health  of  these  communi- 
ties, and  that  the  trifling  diminution  of  the  death  rates  is 
more  due  to  a general  wave  of  health  all  over  the  country 
than  to  any  efibrts  made  by  the  various  local  authorities. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  these  dis{)araging  remarks  have  not 
discouraged  in  any  way  the  many  able  members  of  the  Town 
Council  who  form  the  Committee  of  Health,  and  in  that 
capacity  devote  so  much  time  to  the  consideration  and  imui- 


agement  of  this  important  department,  involving  the  con- 
struction and  supervision  of  excellent  small-pox  and  fever 
hospitals,  and  all  other  known  methods  for  the  control  and 
limitation  of  epidemic  disease.  Neither  can  they  diminish 
the  intelligent  zeal  of  Dr.  Russell  and  the  sanitary  staff. 
The  advantages  of  systematic  surveillance  and  precautions 
taken  for  the  careful  preservation  of  health  and  life  are  now 
too  highly  appreciated  by  the  whole  ratepayers  of  Glasgow 
to  render  this  possible.  The  blow  is  therefore  aimed  at  the 
City  Improvement  Trustees  whose  operations  from  first  to 
last  have  been  and  are  being  carried  out  successfully  to  the 
gratification  of  every  intelligent  citizen  in  the  face  of  diffi- 
culties augmented  by  ignorant  opposition. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  I should  remind  you  that  the 
objects  desired  by  the  Committee  of  Health  could  never 
have  been  so  generally  obtained  but  for  the  demolition 
of  the  buildings  scheduled  under  the  City  Improvement 
Act.  Disease  and  crime  were  too  surely  and  deeply  rooted 
in  these  dens  to  be  otherwise  eradicated,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Constable  have  spontaneously 
testified  to  this  fact.  Neither  on  the  other  hand  could  the 
mere  demolition  of  these  plague  spots  benefit  the  community 
to  such  material  results  but  for  the  erection  of  hosj)itals  and 
skilful  treatment  of  the  patients  and  the  systematic  surveill- 
ance of  the  new  houses  to  which  the  population  removed. 

No  jealousy  has  ever  been  felt  or  expressed  between  the 
two  departments — unity  of  action  and  the  most  cordial  co- 
o[)eration  has  been  the  invariable  rule.  The  Improvement 
Tnistees  immediately  demolished  such  buildings  as  were 
l>ointed  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  the  great 


factors  of  disease,  and  long  before  the  re-construction  ol  any 
area  could  be  carried  out  in  toto  the  most  objectionable  tene- 
ments had  been  removed.  The  great  benefits  to  the  com- 
munity that  have  resulted  from  this  conjoined  action  is  neither 
claimed  for  nor  appropriated  by  either  department,  but  is  a 
source  of  gratification  to  both. 

The  following  tables,  extracted  from  the  Registrar-General’s 
official  returns  (prepared  at  my  request  by  the  Statisti- 
cal Clerk  of  the  Sanitary  department  and  subsequently 
revised  by  Dr.  Russell,  who  has  certified  the  same  as  correct), 
prove  that  solid  and,  1 hope,  permanent  progress  has  been 
made  in  Glasgow  and  other  large  cities  in  the  United  King- 
dom during  the  last  six  years  as  contrasted  with  the  six 
preceding  years.  The  general  efforts  (to  which  the  City  of 
Glasgow  Improvement  Act  gave  such  a powerful  impetus)  to 
gi-apple  with  a high  death  rate  in  large  centres  of  population 
through  greater  attention  to  sanitary  measures,  is  marked 
in  each  in  almost  the  exact  j>roportion  of  the  energy  and  ex- 
tent of  the  efforts  made.  ' The  most  succes.sful  of  these  com- 
munities being,  as  a rule,  those  which  have  taken  advantage  of 
Local  Improvement  Acts  or  the  Artisans  Dwellings  Act.  It 
is  fair  to  state  that  some  of  the  towms  are  in  process  of  carry- 
ing out  changes  that  should  reduce  (ordinary  human  calcula- 
tion) theirMeath  rates  in  future  returns. 


Comparative  Death-Rates  in  certain  Towns  in  Scotland  and  England  for  12  Years, 

From  18G7  to  1878  inclusive,  extracted  from  the  Registrar-Generals’  Otficial  Returns. 
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STATEMENT 


Showing  from  the  Registrar-General’s  Official  Returns  the 
average  death-rate  of  the  sixteen  large  towns  referred  to  in 
I)revious  table  for  the  six  yeai-s  from  18G7  to  1872,  inclusive. 


1.  Manchestei-, 

2.  Liverpool, 

3.  Glasgow, 

4.  Greenock, 

5.  Paisley,  ... 

G.  Salford,  ... 

7.  Dundee, 

8.  Leeds,  ... 

9.  Sheffield, 

10.  Bradford, 

11.  Edinburgh, 

12.  Leith,  ... 

13.  Birmingham, 

14.  Loudon, 

15.  Perth,  ... 

IG.  Aberdeen, 


31-2 
3M 
30-6 
28-9 
28-5 
27-9 
27'7 
27-3 
27-1 
2GT 
25-8 
24-G 
24-2 
23-6 
23T 
2 2 -.5 
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STATEMENT 


Showing  from  tho  KEO«H.ur-Gn»Br*o'n  Omc,*L  Rktorks  the 
average’  death-rate  of  the  eiateen  large  town,  referred  to  in 
..receding  table  for  the  ,ia  year,  from  1873  to  1878,  inetaive. 


1.  Paisley,... 

2.  ISIaiicliester, 

3.  Salford,  . . . 

4.  Liverpool, 

5.  Glasgow, 

G.  Greenock, 

7.  Leeds,  ... 

8.  Birmingliam, 
o’.  Slieffield, 

10.  Bradford, 

11.  Dundee, 

12.  Perth,  ... 

13.  London, 

14.  Leith,  ... 

15.  Edinburgh, 
IG.  Aberdeen, 


29 '3 
29T 
29-0 
28-1 
27-3 
26-2 
25-G 
24-9 
24-7 
24-5 
24-4 
24-3 
. 22-7 

. 22-2 
. 22-1 
. 21-7 


!) 


C A L C U L A T I 0 N 


Showing  the  percentage  of  improvement  and  order  thereof  in  tlie 
sixteen  large  towns  in  England  and  Scotland  referred  to  in 
the  preceding  tables  on  a comparison  between  the  six  years 
18G7-187'2  and  the  six  later  years  1873-1878,  inclusive. 


l.MrnovEU. 


1. 

Edinburgh, 

...  14-3% 

o 

Dundee, 

...  11-9% 

»> 

f>. 

Glasgow, 

...  10-7% 

4. 

Leith,  ... 

...  9-7% 

r>. 

Liverpool, 

...  9-G% 

G. 

Greenock, 

...  9-3% 

7. 

Shellield, 

...  8-«% 

8. 

^lanchester, 

...  G-7% 

9. 

Leeds,  ... 

...  G-2% 

10. 

Bradford, 

...  G-1% 

11. 

London, 

■ ••• 

12. 

Aberdeen, 

...  3-5% 

Cone  Back. 

13. 

Perth,  ... 

14. 

Salford,  ... 

15. 

Birmingham, 

IG. 

Paisley,  ... 

✓ 


TA  liLE 


bliowing  the  lesser  number  of  tleaths  calculated  in  proj)ortioii 
to  population  in  the  sixteen  large  Towns  in  England  and 
Scotland,  on  a comparison  between  the  six  years  1867-1872, 
and  the  six  later  years  1873-1878,  and  referred  to  in  the 
l>receding  table. 

1.  Edinburgh  14-3  % improvement  or  4,764  less  deaths  in  6 years. 


2.  Dundee 

11-9% 

do. 

2,718 

do. 

do. 

3.  Glasgow 

107% 

do. 

10,590 

do. 

do. 

4.  Leith 

97% 

do. 

750 

do. 

do. 

5.  Liverpool 

9-6% 

do. 

9,336 

do. 

do. 

6.  Greenock 

9-3% 

do. 

1,116 

do. 

do. 

7.  Sheffield 

8-8% 

do. 

3,900 

do. 

do. 

8.  Manchester  67  % 

do. 

4,500 

do. 

do. 

9.  Leeds 

6-2% 

do. 

2,940 

do. 

do. 

10.  Bradford 

6-1% 

do. 

1,638 

do. 

do. 

11.  London 

3-8% 

do. 

18,720 

do. 

do. 

12.  Aberdeen 

3-5  % 

do. 

456 

do. 

do. 

The  towns  which  have^  not  improved  are  Birmingham,  Salfonl, 
Paisley,  and  Perth,  but  important  changes  in  Birmingham  and 
Paisley  are  in  progi'ess. 


11 


These  tables  can  only  lead  every  thoughtful  man  to  the 
conclusion  that  a very  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  in  our 
cities  and  towns  are  not  only  preventible  but  that  the  re- 
quisite meaJis  must  be  used  to  protect  human  life  and  health 
— that  these  efforts  should  be  continued  to  ensure  ultimate 
success  and  reduction  to  the  minimum  rate — and  that  the 
authorities  who  energetically  exert  themselves  to  remedy 
the  various  evils  which  swell  the  mortality  tables  of  our 
larger  cities  should  receive  active  and  cordial  support  from 
all  good  citizens. 

I shudder  to  think  what  the  jdague  spots  in  the  (hty  of 
Gla.sgow  would  have  been  by  this  time  but  for  the  conjoined 
action  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities  and  the  City  Improve- 
ment Trustees. 


I am, 

My  Lord  Provost  and  Gentlemp:n, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  MORRISON, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Management, 
City  Improvement  Truet. 


Glasgow,  8M  October,  1879. 
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